THE  SANTINIKETAN

idea of music.    So far as I know, Gurudev stood for
all this is his own person.

Music in Santiniketan is charming, but has the pro-
fessor there come to the conclusion that Bengali music
is the last word in that direction? Has Hindustani
music, i.e., music before and after the Muslim period,
anything to give to the world of music? If it has, it
should have its due place at Santiniketan. Indeed, I
would go so far as to say that Western music which
has made immense strides should also blend with the
Indian. Visva-Bharati is conceived as a world univer-
sity. This is merely a passing thought of a layman to
be transmitted to the music master there.

I do not like preparing boys and girls for univer-
sity examinations. Visva-Bharati is its own university.
It ought not to be in need of a charter from any govern-
ment. As it is, you are giving Visva-Bharati degrees
side by side with preparing students for the chartered
university. You have a high ideal to live for and live up
to. University degrees are a lure to which you cannot
afford to fall a prey. Concessions that Gurudev made
to weakness with impunity, Visva-Bharati without him
cannot make. Concession to weakness began with the
introduction of the orthodox matriculation examina-
tion, I was unable even then to reconcile myself to
it and I do not know that we have gained anything
by it. I am not now thinking at all in terms of non-
co-operation, I am just now anxious for Santiniketan
to represent the highest that Gurudev stood for.

You will not have real rural reconstruction unless
you begin with the basic craft, which is hand-spinning.
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